
 

  

 

 

 
CEMS April Luncheon – Hybrid Format 

 

Updates to the Petroleum Storage Tank Regulations (7 CCR1101-14) 

 

Mary KV White, Petroleum Remediation & Storage Tank Fund Supervisor, 

Division of Oil and Public Safety, Colorado Department of Labor and Employment 

 

Tuesday, April 8, 11:45am-1pm  

 
In Person Location: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 

 

CEMS April Luncheon (Hybrid Format) Details and Registration 

 

Please join us in person if you are able, or virtually if you prefer!  

 

CEMS has applied for one (1) CLE credit for this presentation. 

 

The Petroleum Storage Tank Regulations (7 CCR1101-14) were updated and took effect on January 1, 2025. 

Significant changes to Article 5 (Release Response) were made to soil and soil vapor Risk-Based Screening Levels 

(RBSLs), the addition of contaminants of concern, and outlining the Tiered Risk-Based Closure employed in the 

Petroleum Program. This talk will focus on the changes in the 7 CCR1101-14 and provide guidance on the way 

Regulations should be implemented by stakeholders.   

 

Mary KV White serves as the Supervisor of the Petroleum Remediation and Storage Tank Fund in the Division 

of Oil and Public Safety. She earned a bachelor’s degree in Geological Sciences with a minor in Geography from the 

University of South Carolina, her hometown. Mary has nearly 25 years of experience conducting site assessments and 

remediation for petroleum-contaminated sites, hazardous waste sites, and nuclear-contaminated sites across the 

Southeastern United States, working within State and federal regulatory frameworks. 

 

For full topic information, speaker biography, and registration options follow this link.   

 

In Person Location:  CDPHE,  4300 Cherry Creek S Drive, Denver, CO 80246, Building B (SE Corner), room B1E (The Crayton 

Room), MAP with parking 

 

For reservation information, box lunches, webinar, please follow this link.  

 

Sponsorship: CEMS accepts sponsorships to defer expenses associated with its webinar series. Sponsorships are also 

accepted to fund the Scholarship Fund. Information about sponsorship can be found here: Sponsorship Program   

 

Notice: CEMS would like to thank Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) for the use 

of meeting space and would like to emphasize that the use of CDPHE space does not constitute endorsement of 

CEMS, sponsors of CEMS functions, or the content of CEMS workshops or meetings. 

Monthly Newsletter 
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https://coems.org/events/cems-luncheon-updates-to-the-petroleum-storage-tank-regulations-7-ccr1101-14-april-8/
https://coems.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CDPHE-Parking_Map_Main_Campus.pdf
https://coems.org/events/cems-luncheon-updates-to-the-petroleum-storage-tank-regulations-7-ccr1101-14-april-8/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
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From the Board…CEMS – Growth and 

Changes-a-Coming? by John V. Fontana, 

CPG, CWD, 2024 Treasurer for CEMS, 

President & CEO, Vista GeoScience                                                                 
I re-joined CEMS way back when it was still called the 

Colorado Hazardous Waste Management Society.  I was first 

active on the program committee, served as a Board Director, 

President (in 2015) and since then, in the Treasurer’s position 

on the board.   I am proud to have served on the board, meeting 

and working with so many other great professionals in our 

field.  It’s a great feeling to be part of something that provides 

so many good educational and networking opportunities to our 

professional community.   

Every year we put on a full day Fall Conference, a 

Spring Social (Movie Night most recent years) and Monthly 

Educational Luncheons/Webinars, and a Charity Golf 

Tournament to raise money for student scholarships!  This 

past year, we AGAIN gave out $9,000 in scholarships.  New 

this year, we held the New Years’ Confluence of Colorado 

Environmental Organizations, a super gathering of CEMS, 

SWEP, CGWA and RMAEP, which was a huge success, so 

we hope to do that again.  We have also been adding some 

Young Professional events, including one in Fort Collins, to 

reach more members up there.  We promote other educational 

events including EPIC RemFest and Enviro-Workshops 

most recently.  Upcoming March 28, we have a great tour of 

the NSF Ice Core Facility, followed by a Happy Hour 

networking event.  Our next luncheon/webinar will be on 

“Updates to the Petroleum Storage Tank Regulations (7 

CCR1101-14)” by Mary White of the CDLE-OPS.  Our May 

Social, Movie Night, will again be at the Sie Film Center 

event will be a little different this year with a theme on Local 

Wildlife Issues.  The committee always puts together a great 

panel for thoughtful post screening discussions, and everyone 

looks forward to this fun evening.   

As the current Treasurer for almost 10 years now, I 

can tell you that we have managed to significantly increase 

the number of networking opportunities and events during 

that time, while maintaining the same membership fee during 

that entire period.  Our board has pride in the fact that we 

keep our event fees lower than equivalent events that larger 

organizations charge for similar events, thanks to the hard-

working volunteers we have.  We do this by trying to budget 

all of our events, so they are self-funding and either break 

even, or make a bit more.  The exception is the Charity Golf 

Tournament where we wrangle in generous sponsors, and it’s 

the sponsor fees that brings in the extra cash to fund the 

scholarships.  In all, we have a cashflow in and out of around 

$70,000 each year.  We had a good cash reserve when I first 

started as Treasurer, but our membership fees have not 
     

         (Continued on page 7) 

2025 CEMS OFFICERS: 

President: Glen Vallance, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, 

glen@cgrs.com 

Vice President: Evan Singleton, Spencer Fane LLP, 

(720)760-2211, esingleton@spencerfane.com  
Secretary: Karen Trantow Lim, CDH Consulting, LLC, 

(303)501-3415,  ktrantowlim@cdhconsult.com  

Treasurer: John Fontana, Vista GeoScience, (303)277-1694,  

jfontana@vistageoscience.com 

Past President: Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants, 

(303)790-1340, SGabriele@Geosyntec.com  

CDPHE Liaison: Ian Contreras, P.G., CDPHE, (303) 692-

2136, ian.contreras@state.co.us  

OPS Liaison: Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and Public 

Safety, (720)346-1885, tom.fox@state.co.us  

US EPA Liaison: Jeffrey Fitzgibbons, US EPA Region 8, 

(303)312-6633, Fitzgibbons.Jeffrey@epa.gov  

Board Members: 

Melissa Armstrong, Integral Consulting, Inc., (303)596-

8093, marmstrong@integral-corp.com  

Rachel Blomberg, PE, United States Army Corps of 

Engineers, (720)418-9317, 

rachel.e.blomberg@usace.army.mil  

Tom Fox, CDLE; Division of Oil and Public Safety, 

(720)346-1885, tom.fox@state.co.us 

Peter Jaacks, Burns Figa & Will, P.C., (303)796-2626,  

pjaacks@bfwlaw.com  

Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC, (303)952-4850, 

mwhelan@anchorqea.com  

Kevin Wolfe, Stantec Consulting Services, (607)339-7380, 

kevin.wolfe@stantec.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON(S):  

Monthly Programs:  

Michael Whelan, PE, Anchor QEA, LLC, (303)952-4850, 

mwhelan@anchorqea.com 

Spring Movie Event: 

Monica Genadio, Kleinfelder, Inc., (720)936-1694, 

mgenadio@gmail.com  

Fall Conference: 

Melissa Armstrong, Integral Consulting, Inc., (303)596-

8093, marmstrong@integral-corp.com 
Drezden Kinnaird, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, 

dkinnaird@cgrs.com 

Golf:  

Kevin Wolfe, Stantec Consulting Services, (607)339-7380, 

kevin.wolfe@stantec.com  

Scholarship: 

Rachel Blomberg, PE, United States Army Corps of 

Engineers, (720)418-9317, 

rachel.e.blomberg@usace.army.mil  

Kevin Wolfe, Stantec Consulting Services, (607)339-7380, 

kevin.wolfe@stantec.com 
Nominations/Bylaw: 

Suzanne Gabriele, Geosyntec Consultants, (303)790-1340, 

SGabriele@Geosyntec.com 
Glen Vallance, CGRS, Inc., (970)-493-7780, glen@cgrs.com 

Membership: 

Paul Gruca, Weaver Consultants Group, (312)478-8972, 

pgruca@wcgrp.com  

Administrative Assistant: Juliana Reid, admin@coems.org  
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://vistageoscience.com/
https://www.spencerfane.com/
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CEMS Lunch & Webinar Meeting/Newsletter Sponsors (continued) 

  
 

Your company could be 

advertising here! 

 

Please follow the links to the 

webinar advertising and 

sponsorship page: 

WEBINAR ADVERTISING 

SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

Or email admin@coems.org 

 

 

 

 

Presentation Opportunities for Upcoming CEMS Meetings 

 

The CEMS Program Committee is currently searching for "interesting, topical and informative" presentations for our 

meetings in 2025. This is a great opportunity to network with your peers, share information and technology, and become 

more involved with the environmental community.  CEMS is interested in a variety of topics relevant to environmental 

and natural resources professionals. Each monthly presentation is roughly 50 minutes, followed by a question-and-

answer period.  

If you or someone you know is interested in presenting at our monthly meetings, or our annual conference, please feel 

free to contact our Programs Committee: Chairperson Michael Whelan at mwhelan@anchorqea.com. 

 

Are you a lawyer, looking for CLEs?   

CEMS offers a very inexpensive way to earn those needed CLEs.   

Just RSVP on the luncheon meeting link and attend. 

 

https://westwaterhydro.com/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
https://coems.org/cems-lunch-webinar-meeting-newsletter-sponsorship-program/
mailto:admin@coems.org
mailto:mwhelan@anchorqea.com?subject=presentation%20opportunities%20with%20CEMS
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CEMS REGULATORY UPDATE 

FEDERAL AND STATE ACTIONS IMPACTING COLORADO 

By Peter D. Jaacks 

Burns, Figa & Will, P.C. 

March 2025 

On February 21, 2025, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) extended the comment deadline for 

the January 17, 2025, proposed rule to clarify the timeframe for when companies must first notify a customer that one 

of its mixtures or trade name products contains a per- or polyfluoroalkyl substance (PFAS) listed on the Toxics 

Release Inventory (TRI). The Biden EPA proposed the rule in response to questions from industry regarding the 

effective date of supplier notifications for PFAS added to the TRI pursuant to the National Defense Authorization Act 

for Fiscal Year 2020 (NDAA). Stakeholders questioned whether the supplier notification requirements for such PFAS 

begin on January 1, when the PFAS are added to the statutory TRI chemical list, or upon EPA completing a 

rulemaking to include the added PFAS in the Code of Federal Regulations. EPA has reopened the comment period to 

allow interested parties additional time to review and analyze thoroughly how the proposed rule may impact parties 

potentially subject to it. Comments are due March 24, 2025.  

On February 25, 2025, the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) published an interim final 

rule removing its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations from the Code of Federal Regulations. 

Effective April 11, 2025, CEQ's rule removes all iterations of its NEPA regulations, which federal agencies and 

developers alike have relied on in permitting projects since the 1970s. This rule follows the D.C. Circuit’s holding in 

Marin Audubon Society v. Federal Aviation Administration, which concluded that the CEQ lacks authority to issue 

binding NEPA regulations. Citing these decisions and President Trump’s Executive Order (EO) 14154, “Unleashing 

American Energy”—which revoked President Carter’s EO 11991 that served as the basis for CEQ’s NEPA 

regulations—the rule has now made it clear that CEQ’s NEPA regulations will be rescinded in full. 

On March 13, 2025, EPA announced it will reconsider 31 EPA actions, including the Agency’s 2009 Clean 

Air Act finding that greenhouse gas emissions endanger public health and welfare along with many of the Agency’s 

flagship Clean Air Act regulations. The actions for reconsideration include: New Source Performance Standards 

(NSPS) regulations for the oil and gas industry; the 2009 greenhouse gas endangerment finding under the Clean Air 

Act and actions that rely on that finding; greenhouse gas reporting program; various regulations on power plants, 

including Clean Power Plan 2.0 and Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) Light-duty, medium-duty, and 

heavy-duty vehicle regulations; National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM 2.5. Additionally, EPA 

issued a separate press release announcing its intent to again revisit the definition of “waters of the United States” 

(WOTUS) under the Clean Water Act. This definition was revised in 2015, 2019, 2020, and 2023. That rulemaking 

history and intervening court decisions have left 24 states and the District of Columbia implementing the 2023 rule 

and the remaining 26 states applying the pre-2015 regulatory regime and the Supreme Court’s 2023 decision in 

Sackett v. EPA.  

 

MEMBERSHIP – RENEWALS & NEW MEMBERS 
 

New Individual 
Joe Reese, Patriot Environmental 

Ahmad Tourei, Colorado School of Mines 

 

Renewal Individual 
Jeremy De La Torre, BELFOR Environmental, Inc. 

Greg Ledingham, Washington University in St. Louis 

Muhammed Shakoor, APTIM 

Jessica Toll, Kinder Morgan, Inc. 

 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/21/2025-02910/two-actions-published-by-the-environmental-protection-agency-with-comment-periods-that-close
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/25/2025-03014/removal-of-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-launches-biggest-deregulatory-action-us-history
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From the Board (Continued from Page 3) 
 

changed over that period, so our overhead expenses have crept up over the years. We had to add the webinar platform 

after COVID, revamp the website, and we are now undertaking a change over to Star-Chapter for our website and 

membership management software.  The annual expense will be equivalent to our average website expenses in the past, 

but the upfront setup will be a bit more.   

The board has wrangled with the question over the past few years as our reserve has dropped, “Can we afford 

to do this without raising membership fees?”    

The solution is for the companies (Consulting Firms, Law Firm, Vendors) that benefit most from this 

CEMS’s low-cost educational opportunities could help sponsor the organization at a higher level.  We solicit event 

sponsors specific to those events, but our administrative overhead, luncheons, webinar costs, come only out of 

membership fees. We hope to avoid raising membership fees, so we are looking to restructure our corporate fees, 

but also our benefits package for sponsoring our luncheons, webinars, newsletters, etc. Right now, we offer logo 

placement and ads in all of our webinars, luncheons, and newsletters all year long, which is great exposure, and we’ll 

likely add placement in the new website to that benefit.   So please talk to your company about helping keep CEMS 

going and affordable by supporting this great organization!  

 

Thank-You!   

 

JOHN FONTANA, CPG, CWD 

Current CEMS Treasurer 

 

John is an AIPG* certified professional geologist, NGWA* certified well driller, and a licensed well driller in several 

states. As President, CEO and owner of Vista GeoScience, John’s expertise includes business management of 

environmental and geotechnical drilling, exploration, high resolution site characterization (HRSC), 3D data modeling 

and interpretation, in-situ remediation design and injection technologies, soil gas (vapor intrusion) and stray gas 

investigations.  John bootstrapped is first company in 1986 during the 1980’s oil bust which left him unemployed.  He 

has nearly years of experience in these fields, and has co-authored well over 100 presentations, keynotes, papers, and 

workshops, including Battelle, RemTec, IPEC, and many others.  John is currently serving as a subject matter expert 

on the ITRC Update on Advanced Site Characterization Guidance writing team, and previously assisted writing 

guidance on In-Situ Remediation and Hydrocarbon Remediation teams.  He was also nominated to, and served on, the 

EPA’s Science Advisory Board on Hydraulic Fracturing’s Impacts on Drinking Water.  John has served on the CEMS 

board as President and Past President, before taking on his current role as treasurer. John also served as a Board 

Advisor for the AIPG Colorado Section.  John earned a degree in Geology, Oceanography and Physics from Humboldt 

State University in California in 1981.   

*AIPG – American Institute of Professional Geologists,  

  NGWA – National Groundwater Association 

 

 

 


